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Choosing Funeral Music That Actually Means Something
Start with them
☐  Who were their favourite bands or artists?
☐  What albums did they love?
☐  What songs did they play repeatedly?
☐  What music did they listen to when they were younger?
☐  What did they play in the car?
☐  What did they play around the house?
☐  What concerts or gigs did they go to?
☐  What songs did they always sing along to?
☐  Was there a song everybody associated with them?
☐  Was there a song they absolutely hated?
Look through what they left behind
☐  Spotify or other music streaming account
☐  Playlists
☐  Music saved on their phone / their computer
☐  CDs / Vinyl
☐  YouTube playlists or history
☐  Concert tickets or gig photographs
☐  Old photographs that might trigger a musical memory
Don't turn this into another enormous job. You are not required to search every album they ever owned or find some mythical perfect song.
Ask other people
Try sending a very simple message: "When you think of [name], what band or song immediately comes into your head?"
☐  Partner
☐  Children
☐  Brothers or sisters
☐  Old friends
☐  School or university friends
☐  Work friends
☐  People they went to gigs with
☐  Other family members
Music from different parts of their life
Growing up:

________________________________________________________________________________
Teenage years:

________________________________________________________________________________
University / young adulthood:

________________________________________________________________________________
When we met:

________________________________________________________________________________
Wedding / relationship:

________________________________________________________________________________
Children / family years:

________________________________________________________________________________
Recent years:

________________________________________________________________________________
Music their friends associate with them:

________________________________________________________________________________
Songs that belonged to us
☐  A song from when we met
☐  Wedding song
☐  A holiday song
☐  A song connected with a funny story
☐  A song we always sang
☐  A song we danced to
☐  A song from a particular period of our lives
☐  A song that makes me immediately think of them
☐  A song that would make everybody who knew them smile
Where might you need music?
You may only need a few pieces of music. The exact opportunities will depend on the type and location of the funeral or celebration.
☐  Arrival or entrance
☐  During the service or celebration
☐  A quiet or reflective moment
☐  Behind photographs or a slideshow
☐  During the committal
☐  Leaving or exit
☐  At a wake or celebration afterwards
My shortlist
	Song
	Artist
	Why it matters
	Where might we use it?

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	



Before deciding
☐  Listen to the whole song
☐  Check the lyrics if that matters to you
☐  Make sure you have the exact version you want
☐  Check whether the venue can play it
☐  Give the exact song title, artist and version to whoever is organising the music
☐  Check how many pieces of music the ceremony or venue allows
☐  Ask the celebrant, clergy member or funeral director when each piece will be played
Forget the idea of the perfect funeral song
You're not trying to find the perfect funeral song. You're trying to find something that makes you think: That's them.
It might be beautiful. It might be sad. It might make everybody laugh. It might seem completely inappropriate by traditional funeral standards.
My notes
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

About this resource: This document is a set of prompts, not a set of rules. Funeral venues, crematoriums and faith communities may have their own requirements, so check what is possible with the celebrant, clergy member, funeral director or other person organising the service.
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